Spotlight on
Sustainability

October 2019

Provided by Your Ontario County Eco-Heroes

Things to Do with your Fall Leaves
‘Tis the season for your yard to be covered in those bright
colored leaves. But what should you do with them? Here
are some ideas…
 Use leaves as the ‘brown’ or carbon ingredient in
your compost pile. Layering them between green
layers makes the composting process go quicker.
 Create leaf mold to enhance your garden soil. Leaf
mold improves the structure of soil and increases its
ability to withhold water.
 Shred your leaves and use them as mulch in your
flower beds and around shrubs and trees.
 Use to insulate plants or for cold storage of
vegetables in a root cellar/ basement.
 Run them over with the lawn mower and leave
them on your lawn. They will eventually decompose
and feed the grass.
 Collect a few of each type of leaf to dry and flatten
by pressing in a book. Then use them as an
education opportunity by identifying and labeling
each species.
 Use in various art projects. Create decorations for
Thanksgiving or use them to stuff a friendly
scarecrow.

Leaf Peeping
With the fall foliage in full color now is the time to get in
those last outdoor adventures in before the weather
turns colder.
This is one of the best times of year to take a hike or go
for a drive around the Finger Lakes region. To find great
places to take a hike or areas to explore in the car check
out the Finger Lakes Visitors Connection website.
Hiking: https://www.visitfingerlakes.com/things-to-do/outdooractivities/hiking-and-biking/

Scenic Drives: https://www.visitfingerlakes.com/things-todo/scenic-drives/

Also, keep an eye out for outdoor events that give you
an opportunity to view the fall colors, such as…
 Outdoor yoga
 Ski lift rides at Bristol Mountain
 Fall festivals
 Apple and pumpkin picking
 Corn mazes

Help keep organics out of the landfill this
fall by composting your leftover
pumpkins, either at home or by bringing
them to one of the three drop-off
locations during the County’s Pumpkin
Collection Event.

