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4 BENEFITS TO
PL ANTING TREES
1. CLEAN AIR
TREES ARE OFTEN
REFERRED TO AS THE
“LUNGS OF THE
PLANET” BECAUSE OF
THE OXYGEN THEY
PROVIDE TO OTHER
LIVING THINGS.
2. CLEAN W AT ER
FORESTS PROVIDE
NATURAL FILTRATION
AND STORAGE
SYSTEMS THAT
PROCESS NEARLY
TWO-THIRDS OF THE
WATER IN THE UNITED
STATES.
3. T EM PER AT URE
CONTROL
HOUSEHOLDS WITH
SHADE TREES COULD
SPEND 12% LESS ON
COOLING COSTS IN
THE SUMMER.
4. FLOOD CONTROL
TREES ARE AN
IMPORTANT PART OF
STORM WATER
MANAGEMENT.

Maple Weekends take place
March 17-18 & 24-25, 2018

For more information visit:
mapleweekend.nysmaple.com

ECO-FAQ

Every March, Maple farms across the
state open their doors to visitors during
Maple Weekend. It is a delicious way to
learn about maple farming as a form of
sustainable agriculture while supporting
local agri-tourism. Activities include sugar
house and/or farm tours, samples,
pancake breakfasts, and a variety of
family friendly activities. Each farm has a
little something different to offer.

What is Sustainable Agriculture?

GRACE Communications Foundation defines sustainable agriculture as the “production
of food, fiber, or other plant or animal products using farming techniques that protect
the environment, public health, human communities, and animal welfare. This form
of agriculture enables us to produce healthful food without compromising future
generations' ability to do the same.”

REMINDER: Be ready for Arbor
Day tree planting by ordering trees and
shrubs through the Ontario County Soil &
Water Conservation District Tree and
Shrub Sale.
Catalog and Order Forms may be found on
the web at http://ontswcd.com
th

Order deadline is March 9 with pickup dates
st
on April 20 & 21 .

Did You Know?
Eco-Holiday Spotlight:
The International Day of
Forests is celebrated around
the world on March 21st with
tree-planting activities; much
the same way Arbor Day is
celebrated in April, with
discussions on climate change
and the importance of forests
worldwide.

The Sugar Maple was

adopted as the New York
State tree in 1956. Maple
syrup is made from the sap
that flows through the tree’s
trunk in late winter.

Canandaigua, Geneva, and Victor are
Tree City USA Communities. Tree City
USA is a national recognition program
that began in 1976 and is sponsored by
the Arbor Day Foundation in partnership
with the U.S. Forest Service and National
Association of State Foresters.
These municipalities have achieved
Tree City USA status by meeting four core
standards of sound urban forestry
management that include maintaining a
tree board or department, having a
community tree ordinance, spending at
least $2 per capita on urban forestry and
celebrating Arbor Day.
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From Your Ontario County Eco-Heroes
E ARTH MONTH
EVENTS @ THE
COUNTY
1. B ACKY ARD
COMPOSTING
EVERYTHING YOU NEED
TH
TO KNOW – APRIL 17 ,
12PM-1PM, 20 ONTARIO
RM 200
2. H APPY T AILS
COLLECTION
EARTH WEEK - THE ECOHEROES WILL HAVE A
COLLECTION BOX IN
EVERY BUILDING
2. PAPER
SHREDDING EVENT
OPEN TO ALL COUNTY
TH
RESIDENTS. APRIL 19 ,
10:30AM-1:30PM –
3019 COUNTY COMPLEX

 9.1B tons of virgin
plastic has been
produced to date.
 Generating 6.9B tons of
plastic waste.
 Only 9% of that has
been recycled.
 5.5B tons have
accumulated in landfills
and the natural
environment
--World Stats -BBC

For many years, we only perceived the benefits of
plastic and knew little of the damaging
consequences for human health, natural
ecosystems and the climate. Plastics are a
problem mostly due to their un-biodegradable
nature, the materials used for plastic production
(petroleum products), and the challenges behind
properly discarding them. For more information
visit: www.earthday.org

WHAT CAN I DO?
1) Calculate your consumption:
click here
2) Learn about the 5R’s.
3) Make a goal.
4) Make a plan.
5) Track your consumption.
6) For more info on the 5 R’s:
www.earthday.org/yourjourney2018/

Eco-Hero Tips for the 5R’s

APRIL 21 , 7AM-3PM,
OC LANDFILL, STANLEY
TO PRE-REGISTER CALL
(585)394-3977 X427



4. M EDIC AT ION
DROPOFF






TH

APRIL 28 , 10AM-2PM,
CANANDAIGUA
WEGMAN’S

IT ADDS UP!

PLASTICS POLLUTION

3. HOUSEHOLD
H AZ ARDOUS WASTE
ST
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Reduce – choose products with less
or no plastic packaging.
Refuse – say no to plastic straws.
Reuse – use reusable water bottles,
coffee cups, silverware, and dishes.
Recycle – plastic bags can be
recycled at most grocery/retail
stores.
Remove – volunteer for a roadside
or beach cleanup.

Eco-Holiday Spotlight:
EARTH DAY
is celebrated every year on
nd
April 22 . It began in 1970 in
response to the destruction
the Industrial Revolution had
caused to our natural
environment. The first Earth
Day also led to the creation of
the EPA and the Endangered
Species Act.

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Last year's St. Pauly clothing collection put
on by the Eco-Heroes during Earth Week
was so successful that we have decided to
house a permanent collection site on
County grounds!
The best part is that St. Pauly Textile Inc.
will pay us for those clothes. We just need
to decide where we are going to donate
that money. That is where you come in.
We have narrowed it down to seven
options, but we are asking all employees to
vote on who gets the money. Every one
that votes will be entered into a drawing to
win a great Sorta Simple prize that will
help make it easier for you to practice the
5 R’s. To vote: St. Pauly Donation Survey

DID YOU KNOW?




Items smaller than 2”
cannot be recycled in our
local single-stream
recycling facility. This
includes plastics, as well as,
paper, and glass. So think
twice before buying those
single serve coffee pods.
A bottle cap can be
recycled, but only if it is still
on the bottle.

MAY 2018
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E-Waste is defined as used electronics which are fated to be reused,

Eco-Holiday
Spotlight:
National Textiles Day
May 3rd
To celebrate this day the
County will be launching its
permanent collection of
usable textiles. A St. Pauly
collection shed will be
located at the Hopewell
Campus by the Old Vehicle
Maintenance Building.
County employees will be
able to drop off their used
textiles whenever they find
convenient. This includes
usable clothing, blankets,
table cloths, stuffed
animals, and other linens.

resold, salvaged, recycled or disposed of. E-waste includes devices such as
computers, cell phones, printers, office electronic equipment, TVs, iPads,
etc.

The Issue: some electronics contain high levels of contaminants such
as lead, mercury, cadmium and arsenic, which are all threats to the
environment and human health if not handled properly (EPA).

Quick Facts:
 Recycling 1 million laptops can save the energy equivalent to the
electricity used by 3,657 homes in the U.S.
 There is approximately 9.5 million tons of e-waste generated each
year in the United States
 Only 12.5% of e-waste is recycled.
 The plastics from e-waste can be recycled into garden furniture,
batteries into other batteries, and metals into automotive parts.

Employees have spoken!
The votes have been
counted!
All money raised from the
textile collection will be
donated to ONTARIO
PATHWAYS!
Thank you to all who voted.

E-WASTE
RECYCLING TIP!
Check with the
electronics recycler to
see if they will certify/
verify destruction of
your computer hard
drive before recycling
it. This will ensure
your private
information is securely
destroyed as well. If
they recycler cannot
verify safe destruction
consider destroying
your hard drive prior
to dropping it off at a
recycler.

Responsible Disposal Options:
Donate :
 Goodwill – 585.327.5504
 Salvation Army – 585.394.6968 (Cdga.)/ 315.789.1650
Repair :
 Leader TV – 585.328.8181
Recycle :
 EWASTE + - 888.563.2673
 Staples – 585.425.8130 (Victor)/ 315.789.7399 (Geneva)
 1-800-got-junk https://www.1800gotjunk.com/us_en/what-wetake/computer_recycling
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DID YOU KNOW…?
PaperCut software has been
installed on County printers
for over a year now! In that
year the County has saved:
 46,961 sheets of paper
from being printed
 5.64 trees
 596.4 kilograms of CO2
 37,341.8 hours of energy
used by a light bulb

JUNE
JUNE2018
2018
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Eco-Holiday Spotlight:
June 5th
Designated by the United
Nations, World Environment
Day is organized around a
theme that focuses attention
on a particularly pressing
environmental concern. This
year’s theme,
“Beat
June
5th Plastic
Pollution” was chosen by host
country India
draw
our
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how
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World Environment Day is a
day for everyone around the
world to take ownership of
their environment and to
actively engage in the
protection of our earth.
www.worldenvironmentday.global
www.worldenvironmentday.global

HOW TO GIVE BACK
Change Perspective
Encourage others to think about
what clean water means to them
and future generations
Learn
Discover how our daily actions
affect our water and our
environment

Change our ways
Take care of our backyard and our
community. Modify our habits and
encourage family, friends and
community to do the same.

: June 8th
Focus: Preventing plastic pollution and encouraging solutions for a healthy ocean

The oceans cover about two-thirds of the surface of the Earth and are the very
foundation of life. They generate most of the oxygen we breathe, absorb a large
share of carbon dioxide emissions, provide food and nutrients, and regulate
climate.
They are important economically for countries that rely on tourism, fishing and
other marine resources for income and as the backbone of international trade.
A healthy world ocean is critical to our survival.
*********************************************************************
MICROPLASTICS – How they affect our water supply
Plastic is the most prevalent type of marine debris found in our ocean and Great
Lakes. Plastic debris can come in all shapes and sizes, but those that are less than
five millimeters in length (or about the size of a sesame seed) are called
“microplastics.”
Microplastics come from a variety of sources, including from larger plastic debris
that degrades into smaller and smaller pieces. In addition, microbeads, a type of
microplastic, are very tiny pieces of manufactured polyethylene plastic that are
added as exfoliants to health and beauty products, such as some cleansers and
toothpastes. These tiny particles easily pass through water filtration systems and
end up in the ocean and Great Lakes, posing a potential threat to aquatic life.
Aquatic life and birds can mistake microplastics for food. In 2015, the U.S. banned
the use of microbeads. But microplastics are still a huge problem. You can help by
keeping plastics out of the ocean and our local water resources.
Check out these additional resources:
http://www.worldoceansday.org/plastic-pollution-resources-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bic7QEVRNe4&feature=youtu.be

DID YOU KNOW
We all live in a watershed. A watershed is an area of land that drains into
a body of water, such as a river, lake, reservoir, estuary, sea or ocean.
The Oswego River/Finger Lakes Watershed is one of the largest in New
York State and includes most of the Finger Lakes.
Water travels over farm fields, forests, lawns and city streets, or it seeps
into the soil and travels as groundwater.
What you do at your home affects everyone downstream and around you.
For more information visit www.dec.ny.gov
“Without a healthy environment
we cannot end poverty or build prosperity. We all have
Designed
a role to play in protecting our only home: we can use less plastics, drive less, waste less
food and teach each other to care.” - UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres
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Tips to Have a
Sustainable Summer!

From Your Ontario County Eco-Heroes
Throw an EcoPicnic!
 Use ceramic plates,
glass cups and real
cutlery
 Use cloth tablecloths
and napkins
 Decorate with seasonal
flowers or ferns from
your garden
 Shop at a local farmers
market instead of the
grocery store
 Offer guests options to
responsibly dispose of
their waste with
convenient options for
recycling, maybe even
composting!

The summer season is
finally upon us and there
are so many things we
want to do. However, this
summer let’s continue to
keep in mind our impact on
our environment and
continue to work to
reducing our waste. Here
are few ideas to have a
sustainable summer.

Get Outdoors!
Within the New York State Parks system there are 16
parks, 2 recreation trails, 5 golf courses, 2 historic sites,
and 6 marina/ boat launches located in the Finger Lakes
region. From hiking to swimming and kayaking to
camping there is something for everyone!
To find out more about each park in our region check
out the NYS Parks Finger Lakes brochure.
Big into hiking? Download live navigable maps of all
NYS Parks with the Avenza PDF Map app.

Eco-Tips to Green Your
Laundry Process
On sunny days, hang your
clothes outside on a clothes line.
 This will reduce your
electric/gas bill and will leave
your clothes smelling fresh.
Use wool dryer balls instead of
dyer sheets or fabric softener to:
 Eliminate the need to buy
dryer sheets
 Reduce the amount of
chemicals used
 Reduce static
 Dry clothes faster

A camping enthusiast wanting to make sure to reserve
your favorite NYS Park camp site? Visit Reserve
America to reserve your campsite. Preview any
campsite in any NYS Park by visiting
CampingADk.com.
And don’t forget to visit our Ontario County Parks as
well!

Eco-Holiday
On July 1st, 1983 the NYS Bottle Bill went into effect.
Since then the bottle bill continues to reduce
roadside container litter by 70%. In 2016 It helped
to recycle 5.1 billion plastic, glass and aluminum
beverage containers. that’s approx. 336,000 tons!
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E C O - F R I E N D LY
I D E AS F O R G O I N G
B A C K TO S C H O O L :
1. RIDE THE BUS –

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

EVERYONE STAYS
ONTIME, AIRCONDITIONED, AND
IT’S A GOOD WAY TO
MEET PEOPLE
WALK OR RIDE BIKE TO
SCHOOL
IF DRIVING, CAR POOL
PACK A LUNCH – USE
BROWN PAPER BAGS OR
REUSABLE BAGS/BOXES
USE REUSAGLE
STORAGE CONTAINERS
USE SCHOOL SUPPLIES
MADE FROM RECYCLED
MATERIALS
AT COLLEGE – LOOK
INTO RENTING BOOKS
STAY HYDRATED – USE
REUSABLE WATER
BOTTLES

It’s almost time for kids to go back to school! This
year while back-to-school shopping, keep in mind
the 3Rs!
Reduce the amount of school supplies you purchase, only
buying what is necessary. You can always buy more supplies
later in the year. Also look to buy school supplies with the
least amount of packaging.

Reuse school supplies left over from last year and buy
sturdy and well-made supplies, such as backpacks, that you
can keep for more than one year. Buy Visit consignment
shops for clothing.

Recycle school supplies such as unused paper from
notebooks, In addition to recycling old school supplies
recycle school clothing your kids have out grown or think are
out of style. Don’t forget the County hosts a St. Pauly
clothing collection box in the County Complex!

Eco-Hero Tip:
Organize a SWAP PARTY!
Invite neighbors and
friends to a school-gear
swap party for sport
uniforms & equipment,
backpacks, lunch boxes,
shoes, unused school
supplies – whatever may
be useful!
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Cool Eco-Friendly School Supplies:









Reusable Bamboo silverware
Eco friendly glue
Recycled newspaper pencils
Notebooks and binders made from
recycled material
Pens and markers made from
recycled material and are refillable
Calculators made from corn plastic
Reusable binders
Backpacks with solar charging
stations for charging electronics

SEPTEMBER 2018
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UPCOMING
COUNTY-WIDE
WASTE
COLLECTION
EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 15

TH

HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS W ASTE
COLLECTION EVENT

OCTOBER 4TH
CONFIDENTIAL
SHRED DAY

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
Household hazardous waste (HHW) is waste with properties that make it
dangerous or capable of having harmful effect on human health or the
environment. These types of waste include those that can be considered
toxic, corrosive, flammable, or reactive.
Why are these wastes a problem?
First, during use you may be exposed to toxic substances. Second, the toxic
substances can contaminate water supplies or pose other public &
environmental health threats when improperly discarded such as down the
drain or into the ditch. Third, if tossed into the garbage these types of waste
pose a working hazard for those handling them in hauling trucks or at the
landfill. (NYSDEC)

OCTOBER 13TH
RESIDENTIAL TIRE
COLLECTION EVENT

NOVEMBER 3RD
PUMPKIN
COLLECTION EVENT

NOVEMBER 10TH
ELECTRONIC
W ASTE
COLLECTION EVENT

To find out more:
ontariocountyrecycles.org

Did You Know?
The County offers two HHW Collection Events
free to residents each year?
So if you miss the upcoming fall event, keep an
eye out for the County’s spring event in April
2019!

A few items accepted at these events include:
Antifreeze, batteries, brake fluid, charcoal
lighters, chlorine, cleaning fluids, epoxies,
florescent light bulbs, gas, herbicides, motor oil,
paint, paint thinners, pesticides, rat poison, rug
cleaners, weed killers, wood stains & varnish.
To see the full list of acceptable items please
visit: ontariocoutyrecycle.org

Eco-Holiday
Spotlight

On September 15th people just like you and me worldwide
will come together to clean up the Earth. To help celebrate
this worldwide effort, get outside and clean up your
community. Every little bit helps.
Also, conveniently the County’s Fall HHW Collection event is
on this day. Help keep our Earth cleaner by participating in
the event. Bring your household hazards to be properly
disposed of. If interested in registering for the event please
call 585-394-3977 ext. 427.

OCTOBER 2018
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Keep your fall green with a few of these tips.
GET THE MOST
FROM YOUR
PUMPKIN
 M a k e a snack-o-lantern
for the birds
 Dry the seed for a
snack for you or cook
them unseasoned and
mix them in with your
birdseed
 Save the seeds for next
year and grow your
own pumpkins
 Let the County
compost your pumpkin!
Drop it off on
rd
November 3
between
11am and 1pmat any of
the below locations:
Geneva Transfer Station
32 White Springs Rd.
Victor Transfer Station 60
Rawson Rd.
Ontario Co. Municipal
Parking Lot
Corner of Ontario St. &
Pleasant St., Canandaigua

 Can your garden goods: Get the most out of your garden before the
first frost hits. Think about all the great foods you can make during
the winter with your garden goodies.
 Check the air pressure in your tires: Cooler temperatures can lower
tire pressure, which can lower fuel efficiency. When your tires are
low, you have to get fuel more frequently and that’s not sustainable.
 Clean and test your home furnace: Your furnace needs a regular
cleaning. During the year it collects dust and debris, which can affect
its performance.
 Bring in those houseplants from the outside: Not only do those nice
houseplants look great inside; they can help clean the air. Start with
bringing them in for the night and put them back out in the sun the
next morning (weather permitting). This helps to ensure that they
don’t get shocked when they come in for good.
 Do some outdoor landscaping: Before the snow begins to fall, it’s
always good to prune and prepare your landscape. Scoop up any
fallen leaves and use them in the garden to protect plants
throughout the winter, or add them to your compost pile.

Did You Know?
Many municipalities throughout the
County are offering backyard
composting opportunities to their
residents. If you are interested in
starting your own backyard
composting, give your Town Hall a call
to see if they are supporting a
program.
If your town does not have a program,
you can call Cornell Cooperative
Extension (585-394-3977) for
backyard composting guidance.

On average the County
Jail diverts 1,000 pounds
of organic waste per
week. Therefore, so far
this year the Jail has
diverted 38,000 pounds
or 19 tons of organic
waste from the landfill!

How to Compost
Composting is the breaking down of organic materials over time to recycle much-needed nutrients back into
the soil to be used again. Setting up your composting pile may take a bit of time, but maintaining it only takes
a few minutes every couple of days. The important thing is to know what can and cannot be composted. Here
are a few tips to get you started:
 You can either purchase a compost container from your local garden center or create an informal pile. If
you purchase a container you can use a bin or a barrel. It is recommended that your container be between
3 feet and 5 feet in all dimensions.
 Locate your compost pile or bin in a spot that gets plenty of sun.
 Begin saving your grass clippings and raked leaves. These are great for adding to compost containers.
 The first layer in your compost pile or bin should be 6 to 8 inches of organic materials first, such as grass,
leaves and leftover kitchen scraps such as fruit, vegetables, coffee grinds, tea bags, egg shells, paper,
cornstalks and nut shells.
 Then add a layer of fertilizer. Either store bought or natural from horses, pigs, cows or chickens.
 Finally shovel a 3- to 4-inch layer of soil over the layer of fertilizer.
 To increase the process, once per week turn/ mix your compost by using a pitchfork if a pile or stationary
bin, or spin it if a tumbler. This allows air to flow throughout the compost pile. This will speed up the
composting process.
 Make sure your compost stays damp, but not soggy, during the process.
 Once done use your compost in your gardens. Your flower and vegetable gardens will appreciate it
For more information please visit: OntarioCountyRecycles/158/Organics
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THANKSGIVING
ECO-TIPS

Featured Eco-Holiday

November 15th is New York /
America Recycles Day!

1. BUY LOCAL AND
ORGANIC
SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL FARMER AND
PURCHASE PRODUCE,
MEAT, DAIRY
PRODUCTS AND
BEVERAGES FROM A
MARKET, FARM, OR
CSA.

America Recycles Day, a Keep America Beautiful
national initiative, is the only nationallyrecognized day dedicated to promoting and
celebrating recycling in the United States. Each
year, on and in the weeks leading into Nov. 15,
thousands of communities across the country,
including New York State as a whole,
participate by promoting environmental
citizenship and taking action to increase and
improve recycling in America.

2. SKIP THE
SINGLE SERVE
DINNER W ARE &
DECOR
BUST OUT THOSE
NICE DISHES AND
SILVERWARE! OPT
FOR COMPOSTABLE
PRODUCTS IF YOU
MUST AND DON’T
FORGET TO USE YOUR
REUSABLE SHOPPING
BAGS
3. M AKE YOUR
OWN
DECOR AT IONS,
FROM N AT URE
USE GOURDS,
ACORNS, PINECONES,
FLOWERS AND
FALLEN LEAVES
INSTEAD OF CHEAPLY
MADE SYNTHETIC
AND PLASTIC ITEMS
4. RECYCLE&
COMPOST
KEEP WELL MARKED
BINS FOR
RECYCLABLES AND
COMPOSTABLES FOR
GUESTS TO USE.TURN
VEGETABLE PEELINGS
AND LEFTOVER MEAT
AND BONES TO MAKE
HEALTHY SOUP AND
BROTHS

How to participate in America Recycles Day:


Recycle materials in your local community recycling program, and
recycle at school or work.

 Look for products and packaging made from recycled materials such as
recycled paper products like paper towels, napkins, tissue, office
paper, and recycled plastics like bags, clothing, furniture, carpeting,
and playground equipment.

 Reduce the amount of waste you produce
 Make New York /America Recycles Day EVERY DAY!

America Recycles Day Opportunity
Ever wonder where your recyclables go after you toss them into the
recycling bin at home or the office?
On America Recycles Day the Eco-Heroes are offering Ontario County
Employees an opportunity to tour the Ontario County Materials
Recovery Facility (MRF) run by Casella Wastes. Come see firsthand how
the MRF sorts all of your recyclables.
Thursday, November 15th
5:30pm
Casella MRF
3555 County Rd. 49
Stanley, NY
Space is limited! RSVP by Nov. 7th
Email: Regina.Sousa@co.ontario.ny.us

DECEMBER 2018
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2018 WASTE
DIVERSION
COLLECTION
EVENT TOTALS

7 tips to make this an eco-friendly holiday season:

Thanks for your help
Ontario County
Residents! Due to
your participation in
the County’s 2018
collection events we
diverted…
 E-WASTE EVENT
 489 participants
 51.28 tons
collected
 SPRING AND FALL
RESIDENTIAL TIRE
COLLECTION
 21.31 tons
collected
 SPRING AND FALL
PAPER SHREDDING
EVENTS
 7.52 tons
collected
 PUMPKIN
COLLECTION
 195 participants
 3.25 tons
collected

1. Rethink your packaging it’s one of the biggest waste contributors. Cut
back on paper and cardboard by opting for reusable tins, bags and
boxes. They’re the gift that keeps on giving.
2. If you feel the need to go the wrapping route, get creative and find fun
or festive reusable or recyclable materials you already have around the
house.
3. Or use wrapping paper that’s already made of recycled paper. Most
wrapping paper is recyclable but stay away from shiny, glittery, or
velvety papers
4. Cut back on plastic ribbons or bows that can’t go in your recycling bin.
Or find a crafty way to reuse them.
5. Bring back the e-card fad. The mantle-life of holiday cards is pretty
short considering the waste they create. You can save money and the
environment by going digital or at least segmenting your list for those
who really need a physical card.
6. Bring leftover items to your local food bank or soup kitchen. It will
keep you feeling warm and fuzzy long after the holidays are over.
7. Bring your Christmas tree to a yard waste drop-off location when
you’re finally ready to let it go. It’s tempting to just leave it at the curb
just like household waste. But it’s a TREE, which means it should be
disposed of like one.

Tis the season for holiday shopping! This means
plastic bags from all the stores you shop at. On
average each family uses 1,500 plastic bags each
year! But only 1% of them end up being recycled.
This holiday season instead of always accepting a
plastic bag at each store, consider bringing a
reusable bag with you.

Tips to Save Electricity During the Holiday Season
 Put your holiday lights on a time to make sure they do not accidentally stay on all night long. A timer can
also help with nights you are out holiday shopping and don’t have time to run home and turn them on.
 Did you know LED holiday lights use 80-90% less energy than incandescent lights? So be sure to choose
wisely when purchasing new lights.
 Shorten your holiday light season. Consider waiting to put up lights closer to the holidays and taking them
down soon after they are over.
And don’t forget! During the holiday season Lowe’s collects dead or unwanted strings of lights for recycling.

